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boat were stuck with arrows "like the quills of a por-
cupine ".

It so happened that only one man died of his wounds.
Unfortunately, however, when they reached the ship they
discovered that two of their companions had been left
on shore. A party of men therefore from the Golden
Hinde rowed back to the mainland with guns. They
came close enough to see about 2000 Indians armed with
bows, darts, spears, pikes, and other weapons, some of
them headed with pure silver, which in the light of the
sun made a wonderful show and glittering. In the middle
of a semicircle of these warriors lay the two unfortunate
Englishmen, dying in torment. As far as their country-
men in the boat could distinguish, they were tied down
to the ground whilst the Indians danced round them,
singing loudly as they did so. Ever and again some
savage would dart forward with a knife, cut a piece of
flesh away from the unfortunate bound men and throw
it into the air. This would be caught by one or other of
the dancers, who, with his companions, would then
devour it raw. So they went on until the flesh was cut
from the bones of their prisoners. The men in the boat
fired volleys of shot, but without doing any harm to their
enemies, for as soon as the guns went off the Indians
threw themselves on the ground, and then once more
rose and returned to their horrible sport. Much more
execution could have been done, no doubt, if they had
brought the ship nearer and fired at the savages with
cannon; but Drake refused to do this, alleging that the
natives were only revenging on the English the maltreat-
ment they had suffered at the hands of the Spaniards, the
more so because on their first intercourse several of the Eng-
lish sailors had foolishly spoken to the natives in Spanish.
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